Ibtihal Assaly

Poem: Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening
2 lesson plans
Objectives: 

· Content:  Understanding the literal meaning of the poem.
· Higher-order thinking: understanding different perspectives

Group work in the first lesson and individual work in the second lesson
First Lesson

Give Hand out I*
Ask the students to sit in groups of four
· Look at the following picture. What does each of you see?
Try to tell the others in your group what you see and why. Describe the pictures
· Why do you think each sees a different face?

Write the following question and Proverb on the board

Are parents who give their children complete freedom good parents?

What do you think about the words:" He that spares his rod hates his son"?*

Use the following site to look up the difficult words

http://www.merriam-webster.com
· The words in red are for the teachers

We can understand after this discussion that each person has his own perspective towards this issue; we have different views or perspectives.
(Each has a different perspective)

· What does the word perspective mean? Look up the word from the dictionary.

· Can you give other examples where people have different perspectives?
Hand out I
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Second lesson


Pre-reading Activity


Watch the following video:   � HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nie5dGD6OQA" ��Click here for the video!� 


What is the writer describing?


What is special about "woods"? Do they give positive or negative connotation?


Do you have any idea when the darkest evening in the year is?


Does it remind you in any special religious event?


Give the poem (handout II) 


Is the speaker he or she?


What does he/ she enjoy in the view?


Who is the owner o the forest?


Who accompanies him/ her?


Why does he think it's queer?


What two sounds does the speaker hear?


Why does he/she have to leave?


Underline different adjectival phrases used by the poet








 


























Worksheet


Answer the following questions and attach the file  as a word file and send it to the following mail ibtassaly@hotmail.com.


Glossary


Match the following words with their meanings. (12 points)


You can use the dictionary site that I gave you before if needed. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.merriam-webster.com" �http://www.merriam-webster.com�


Answer key: 


woods�
a place where trees grow thickly, smaller than a forest�
�
queer�
strange �
�
frozen�
covered with ice�
�
harness�
an apparatus for controlling a �
�
Sweep �
to remove or move with a brushing or swinging movement�
�
flake�
a light leaf like little bit (of something soft)�
�



B. Distinguish between the following words given in pair. (18 points)


1) house and home


2) woods and forests


3) snow and ice


4) watch and see


5) say and ask


Comprehension


A. Read the first two stanzas of the poem and answer the following questions. (15 points)


1. Who do you think is the real owner of the woods ?


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.








2. Find out the lines that convey the following meaning :


The poet stopped there to enjoy the beauty of the woods covered with


snow.


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.





3. What is strange about the poet's stopping by woods ?


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.











B. Read the third and fourth stanzas and answer the following questions. (30 points)


1. Why does the horse give his harness bells a shake ?


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.





2. Why does the horse think it to be a mistake ?


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.





3. What other sounds are heard by the poet ?


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.





5. Why does the poet think of the 'promises to keep' ?


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.





6. What message do the last two lines of the poem convey ?


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

















Applying HOTS to text


Writing activity (10 points each question)


A. There is a conflict between the speaker and his horse, what is the conflict? Why? How does each see the forest? (50 words)


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.








B. Compare the life in a city with the life in a village.  (50 words)


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.








Think about it and write 4 sentences


What different sounds do we hear in a wood in different seasons ? (5 points) 


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


    























Hand out II


Stopping By Woods on a Snowy Evening


Robert Frost


�





Whose woods these are I think I know. �His house is in the village though;�He will not see me stopping here�To watch his woods fill up with snow.


My little horse must think it queer�To stop without a farmhouse near�Between the woods and frozen lake�The darkest evening of the year.


He gives his harness bells a shake�To ask if there is some mistake.�The only other sound's the sweep�Of easy wind and downy flake.


The woods are lovely, dark and deep.�But I have promises to keep,�And miles to go before I sleep,�And miles to go before I sleep. 
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